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Brownies: Baked-In Math  
by Heidi Mordhorst 
 

We wait until the pan is cool. 

It’s time to cut them into squares. 

How many across? How many down? 

Hungry brother says, “Who cares? 

 

“Just make them big!” he says. I try. 

Dividing in my mind, I see 

a tic-tac-toe board in our pan: 

I’m multiplying three by three. 

 

Nine big brownies--oddly nine. 

I visualize another scene: 

four rows of four instead, each square 

much smaller. That would be sixteen 

 

little brownies in the pan— 

TOO small, I’m thinking to myself. 

What about three rows, four columns? 

That would make the product twelve... 

 

An even number in the pan, 

not too big and not too small. 

I cut twelve rectangles with care 

and then…we eat them all! 
                            

 

 

 


