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Dentist of the Coral Reef
by Peggy Archer

I am a tiny cleaner wrasse. [pronounced rass]
I live out in the ocean.
I wiggle, jiggle, dart, and shake

And make a big commotion!

A barracuda grins, and then
I tell him, “Open wide!”
I check his rows of pointy teeth

And—swish!—I swim inside.

Between his teeth, a grand buffet
is served with great perfection.
I eat until I’ve picked it clean—

quite pleased with my selection.

His teeth are cleaned. My belly’s full.
We work in harmony.
If you need flossing, just say, “Aaaaah!”

I’m the dentist of the sea!
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